
By Paul Anthony Arco

The purpose of the annual Regional
Business Expo is to bring area companies
together. That’s exactly what happened
for two local companies at this year’s
event, held on Sept. 22 at the former
Sears Essentials Building on East
Riverside Boulevard in Loves Park.

Meridian is a print management and
promotional marketing services company
located in Loves Park. J.L. Clark, a
division of CLARCOR, is a custom
manufacturer of metal and plastic

consumer packaging that has been in
business for 106 years. The two
businesses had never worked together.

That all changed, however, when
Lindsey Oswald, an account executive for
Meridian, met Mike Matus, vice
president of sales and marketing for J.L.
Clark. Oswald and Matus were working
at their respective booths, which were in
close proximity to one another.

“J.L. Clark is a company that I might
not have been exposed to, if I hadn’t
attended the expo,” Oswald said. “The

Visit us online at:
rockfordchamber.com
� online registration
� keynote speaker

video clips
� event photos
� list of Chamber events

Questions? 815-987-8100

Join the Chamber’s
LinkedIn Group
www.linkedin.com/e/gis/2544

HELPING SMALL BUSINESSES
GAIN ACCESS TO CAPITAL

Governor Pat Quinn launched
Advantage Illinois, DCEO’s enhanced
portfolio of lending and venture capital
programs to help small businesses
gain much-needed access to capital.
DCEO now is actively working to enroll
lending institutions into the CAP, PLP
and CSP programs. Visit
www.ildceo.net/AdvantageIllinois.

The Capital Access Program
encourages financial institutions to
make loans to small and new
businesses that do not qualify under
conventional lending policies. The
Participation Loan Program supports
businesses with projects that create or
retain jobs and/or modernize. The
Collateral Support Program establishes
savings accounts or CDs that provide
cash collateral support to lending
institutions to enhance the equity
and/or loan collateral levels of small
business borrowers. The Invest Illinois
Venture Fund Program supports
young, innovative companies that
show high growth potential, can
demonstrate their place in the market
and already have other investors.
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honesty, integrity and communications, but
having passion is something you can’t teach.
You have to believe in what you’re doing.”

Passion is one of many common threads
shared by members of the first group
honored by the Rockford Chamber of
Commerce during a special reception
attended by 250 people on Oct. 21, at the new
Karl J. Jacobs Center for Science and Math,
located on the Rock Valley College campus.

“‘People You Should Know’ is a new
program to recognize a group of business
leaders rather than one at a time, which
we think is appropriate since we could
spend many, many years getting everyone
recognized who so richly deserve it,” said
Einar Forsman, president and CEO of the
Rockford Chamber of Commerce. “We
want to use this model to inspire other
people to seek out leadership roles as well.”

more on page 11

ILLINOIS’ THIRD LARGEST
CONSERVATORY OPENS IN
ROCKFORD

Rockford Park District opened
Nicholas Conservatory & Gardens,
1354 N. 2nd St., with a celebration
on Oct. 29. The conservatory in
Sinnissippi Gardens along the Rock
River is the third largest in Illinois and
brings the tropics to the Midwest. It
offers an 11,000-square-foot plant
exhibition area with water features,
seating areas and sculptures.

Interesting facts to note:

Large palms and tropical trees
came from nurseries in
Homestead, Fla.

The temperature inside the
conservatory runs from 70 and
105 degrees.

Every plant or tree has a label
with the common and Latin name.

The farthest traveling object is the
Aneityum palm from Vanuatu
Islands in the Pacific Ocean.

The heaviest tree is the Bismark
palm, weighing more than 6,000
pounds (three tons).

The longest installation of a tree
also is the Bismark Palm, taking
eight hours, three machines and a
dozen workers.

The inaugural group of People You Should Know at the Reveal Reception, October 20, at the
Karl J. Jacobs Center on the Rock Valley campus.

Expo leads become
new business for
area companies

People you should know
Passion, hard work
common threads
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By Paul Anthony Arco

Lori Gummow was moved beyond
words to learn she was named as one of
Rockford’s inaugural “People You
Should Know.”

For the past 24 years, Gummow has
been the executive director of Keep
Northern Illinois Beautiful, a local non-
profit organization aimed at educating,
promoting and providing services for
residents regarding litter and solid waste.

“I’m humbled, grateful and pleased to
be recognized as part of this esteemed
group,” she said. “There are a lot of
characteristics to being a leader, such as
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casual approach was nice. We got to
meet face-to-face, instead of a cold call.
That’s the point of these events, to get
out there and showcase your business
and show what you as a company can
do for other businesses.”

During their conversation, Matus
shared with Oswald his need for
printed material for an upcoming client
meeting. Matus said J.L. Clark has most
of its print material sourced through its
local advertising firm, but is open to
expanding its supply base.

Meridian got to work the next day
on printing sell sheets and brochures.
The results were right on the mark,
according to Matus. “They did a
fabulous job and delivered on time at a
very competitive price,” he said. “The
key for us was Meridian presented a
professional approach to our business.
They didn’t talk just about printing, but
about ways they can help us expand our
business. That made the difference.”

Expo Brings
Companies
New Opportunities

More than 3,000 people turned out
for the fourth-year event, which was
free. Rockford Chamber of Commerce

officials are pleased with the feedback
they’ve received from participating
businesses.

“It’s great to see companies picking
up new opportunities as a result of the
expo,” said Chamber Board Chairman
Mike Broski. “J.L. Clark represents one
of Rockford’s finest long time
manufacturing companies. In
comparison, Meridian is relatively new
and as a result of the networking done –
they both benefit.

“This year’s event was better than
ever. There was a great deal of energy
and excitement the entire day. I have
talked to many organizations that
participated, and they all say the same
thing – the event brought many new
opportunities to participating
companies.”

Oswald and Matus plan on meeting
again in the near future to discuss
additional projects. “It was a perfect
opportunity,” Oswald said. “I could not
have painted a better picture the way
our relationship with J.L. Clark began.”

The presenting sponsor of this year’s
expo was TDS, a telecommunications
provider. The gold sponsor was
Humana, The bronze sponsor was
Veolia Environmental Services. Cricket
Communications, Giovanni’s, Inc., and
the Morrissey Family Businesses were
business after hour sponsors.
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LEGISLATIVEIssues to Watch

At its October 25th board
meeting, the Rockford Chamber
of Commerce Board of Directors
confirmed the recommendations
of its Government Affairs Council
to adopt policy positions for
legislative issues in Springfield
that address pensions, changes
in collective
bargaining/arbitration rules. This
follows a presentation by
Rockford Mayor Lawrence
Morrissey at the October 14th
Government Affairs Council
Meeting.

Consistent with its concerns
over financial health of local
governments and rising costs
associated with public pensions,
the Chamber board voted to
support the following positions
(summarized):

PENSION SUSTAINABILITY
The Chamber encourages the

General Assembly approve
HJRCA5 to require a three-fifths
vote for all legislation that
increases a benefit under any
pension or retirement system of
the State or unit of local
government. Requiring a three-
fifths vote would encourage more
responsible amendments to the
pensions and require bi-partisan
support.

On this topic the Chamber
further encouraged the General
Assembly and Governor to
immediately begin discussions
on the impending financial
liabilities and sustainability of the
benefit structure for existing
employees that participate in the
municipal police and firefighter
pension funds; and that they
encourage all interested parties
to find common resolve to
address the pension crisis and to
realize that the municipal police
and firefighter pension funds
throughout Illinois need to more
appropriately balance the
interests of municipal taxpayers
and public employees.

SENATE BILL 512
PENSION REFORM

The Chamber supports this bill
which is currently moving through
the general assembly with bi-
partisan leadership support that
amends pension benefits for
current and future employees by
presenting the following option:

Protects all benefits that have
already been earned by retirees
and current employees.

Current employees are offered
three choices going forward: their
current plan with a higher
employee contribution, the less-

costly plan offered to new
employees with a lower
employee contribution or a new
401,-style plan with a lower
employee contribution.

New employees are offered the
second two options offered to
current employees

The state pays the same
contribution no matter which plan
employees choose.

Such reform would improve
the funding levels of the pension
plans each year until it reaches
90% by 2045

ECONOMIC
CONSIDERATION IN
ARBITRATION DECISIONS

The Rockford Chamber of
Commerce urges the Governor,
the members of the Illinois
General Assembly, the
Department of Labor, and the
Illinois Public Labor Relations
Board to reexamine the role that
arbitrators play in the formulation
of local obligations and to ensure
that arbitrators consider the
actual affordability and broader
fiscal implications of their
decisions and adjust those
decisions accordingly.

When binding arbitration
occurs, the arbitrators make
decisions that direct the
allocation of the community’s
limited financial resources and,
too often, are insensitive to the
democratic process as well as to
the fiscal realities that exist in a
community.

REPEAL OF
PUBLIC ACT 95-490

The Rockford Chamber of
Commerce believes that the
Illinois General Assembly and the
Governor repeal Public Act 95-
490 which will merely
re-establish the use of volunteer
and part-time fire fighters as a
mandatory topic of bargaining
under the Illinois Public Labor
Relations Act.

When the General Assembly
passed P.A. 95-490, it severely
limited the ability of
municipalities to supplement full
time fire fighters with volunteer
or part time fire fighters.
The municipalities of this state
are facing unprecedented
financial challenges and many
are struggling to maintain public
safety staffing due to wage and
benefit costs and declining
revenues. This should be an item
that can be discussed at the
bargaining table and allow the
parties to negotiate over its
impact.

Chamber Endorses Legislative Agenda
Presented by Mayor Morrissey
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